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 is a great communications tool for you to connect with me. Every message comes to my desktop.   
Either I or a member of our staff will do all we can to reply to your message the next work day.   
Click on the green MPS Connect box on our MPS website (www.midlandps.org) to connect with me! 

MPS  

Connect 

Gerald Wasserman for 14 years and  

Yvonne Gorton for five years  

of dedicated service on the  

Midland Public Schools Board of Education!  

Thank you for sharing your  wisdom, insights, and 

dedication during your years of service 

always for the best interest of ALL 

Midland Public Schools’ students.  

 

MPS staff, students and families  

wish you all the best!  

Adams 4th Graders Make a Difference — Way to Go! 

For Mrs. Marchand's 4th grade holiday party this year, in lieu of 

exchanging gifts with each other or playing games, they decided to 

give back to the military community who cannot be home with their 

families during the holidays.  

Students wrote letters of 

gratitude and assembled 

more than 25 care 

packages to help cheer 

up deployed soldiers. 

The class partnered with 

the local nonprofit group, 

Aaron's Gifts from Home 

(AGFH), set up by Deb 

Ullom to honor her son 

Aaron, a Corpsman in 

the Navy who was killed 

in action while saving a 

Marine in Afghanistan in 

2011. Ms. Ullom 

accepted the care 

packages at the end of 

the party to facilitate 

their shipment overseas. 

Thank you to  the Midland High Electronics & 
Wireless Communications Club who presented to 
the Midland Public Schools’ Board of Education on 
December 19. This impressive presentation covered 
many project-based learning activities the group has 
tackled as a team. The high altitude balloon project that 
took flight this past summer was very impressive!  
Thank you to the  club advisors Dr. Dennis Klippa 
(Retired Dow Chemical Chemist) and Andrew Fawcett 
(MHS Physics Teacher) and the student presenters: 
Natalie Halphen, Brendan O’Callaghan and Andrew 

Scheffer. Well Done! 



Kindergarten Orientation Date for ALL MPS 

Elementary Schools:  TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7 

Adams:    5:30 p.m. 

Carpenter:    5:30 p.m. 

Chestnut Hill:   5:30 p.m.  

Eastlawn:  5:30 p.m. 

Plymouth:  5:30 p.m. 

Siebert:  5:30 p.m. 

Woodcrest:  6:00 p.m.  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

MPS Preschool Orientation:   

 February 6, 2017 @ 5:30 pm 

at Adams Elementary 
 

Mark your calendar for these 

important Orientation dates! 
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 2nd Semester SOC Window: 
      January 3-27, 2017 
 

 January 16:   
     PD for staff —   
     No school for students 
 

 January 24, 25, 26:            
High School Final Exams  
(high schools follow special 
schedule; elementary and 
middle schools follow regular 
schedule) 

 

 January 26:   
      End of 1st Semester 
 

 January 27: 
     Records Day for teachers— 

No school for students 
 

 January 30: 
     2nd Semester Begins 

  MPS staff 

members 

attended a 

Project Lead 

the Way 

STEM training 

at the MSU 

Stem Center 

in Midland just 

before the 

holidays. 

  

    

 

FOR ALL MPS RESIDENTS AND NON-RESIDENTS 

Semester 2 — Current 2016-17 School Year for all MPS Schools 

 Schools of Choice applications available January 3-27, 2017 ONLY 

 Parents notified of their application status by January 27 via US Mail 

 

Fall of 2017-18 for all MPS Schools (including Central Park Elem.) 

 First Round Schools of Choice applications available February 1-28 ONLY 

 Parents notified of first round application status by March 10 via US Mail 

 

For more info: www.midlandps.org; (989) 923-5024; kullickjs@midlandps.org  

2017 



MPS Partners with Bedtime Math in White House Early STEM Math  

Commitment to spread the benefits of  Bedtime 

Math family engagement to over  3,000  local 

elementary children 
 

     Elementary teachers from Midland Public Schools 
introduced Bedtime Math to families during  parent-teacher 
conferences in the fall, reaching over 3,000 students. It is 
part of a new partnership to expand the reach of Bedtime 

Math’s innovative family engagement app.  

          Bedtime Math delivers quick, engaging math story 
problems every day for children and parents to solve 
together. A recent University of Chicago study found that 
within just one school year, children who did Bedtime Math 
improved their math achievement on average by three 
months more than children who didn’t use it. Most notably, 
children of the most math-anxious parents who chose to do 
Bedtime Math had gains of half a school year, narrowing 

the “math anxiety gap.” 

     “In a given year, kids spend three to four times as many 
hours outside school as in it, so their parents have a huge 
effect on their learning,” said Laura Overdeck, founder of 
Bedtime Math. “Parents are a child’s most important 
educators, and by using Bedtime Math, even the most math-
anxious parents can add a little ‘math talk’ to their daily 

routine.  

Bedtime Math thoughts ... 

What’s been your kid’s favorite Bedtime Math problem so far? We’re still dreaming about this enormous rubber 

ducky! Download the free app here, and enter code “MI” to join the community: bedtimemath.org/apps/ 

 
 
 
It’s more important to have fun with Bedtime Math than to do it every day! Try out the 
free app on your own terms! Download it and enter code “MI” to help our community 

count!  bedtimemath.org/apps/ 

 
 

Bedtime Math won’t just change the way you think about numbers – it can even show the beauty of snow! Get 

more great stories like this in the free app by entering code “MI” after downloading: bedtimemath.org/apps/  

 
Do you know the secret to elephant toenails? Families who read Bedtime Math do! Open the free app for some 

fun math & reading over the holidays – and enter code “MI” to join the community! bedtimemath.org/apps/  

 

Download the app now and you too could be  

on your way to fun nightly math with your child!  

MPS Shining Star Nominations are now being accepted for  MPS staff members who you 
feel make MPS a better place for students.  Please take a moment to nominate an MPS 
team member today.   http://midps.org/shiningstarform 

January 3, 2017               Page 3 of 4 

http://www.bedtimemath.org/
http://bedtimemath.org/heres-the-proof/
http://bedtimemath.org/apps/
http://bedtimemath.org/apps/
http://bedtimemath.org/apps/
http://bedtimemath.org/apps/
http://midps.org/shiningstarform


On December 15, we had several MPS teachers take advantage of some 3D printing 

training at the MSU STEM Center. 

Resident 

Schools of 

Choice  

application 

window for          

2017-18       

School Year is 

February 1-28! 

 

 

An important message from our IT Director, 
Dave Dziedzic, for ALL PARENTS: 
          With the holidays just past, it may be 
safe to assume that some of students received 
new or upgraded mobile devices and/or electronics as gifts.  
     In thinking about this and doing my security reading recently, I came 
across a great webinar from the SANS organization. SANS is a well-
respected computer and network security organization that specializes 
in security training. Over the past few years, they have been developing 
a program called Securing The Human, since people are inevitably the 
weak link in most security breaches.  
     One of the webinars they created is called “Securing Your Kids.” It is 
an excellent video found on YouTube that I would highly recommend all 
parents and educational professionals watch.  
     With Technology a pervasive part of every student’s/child’s life, the 
information presented in this webinar can help us model for children and 
guide them through the pitfalls that technology offers.  

The video can be found here: https://youtu.be/Ym21rFIJu8Y?
list=PL_zMFkM-50Ua3tVVp-wORZyLuEps1hXu7 
     Here is another great resource to check out:                         
http://ikeepsafe.org   

Ashley Rapanos’ 10th grade American Literature students at MHS studying The Great 

Gatsby participated in a class 

Speakeasy.  Students studied various 

themes of the 1920’s through learning 

stations that included baseball, 

fashion, poetry, art, Jazz, and dance 

styles of the time. Many students 

dressed up in 1920’s attire to get a  

feel for life in the Roaring Twenties. 

Midland High School FCCLA (Family, Career and Community Leaders of America) 

students prepared dough and 

baked 405 dozen cookies (4,860 

cookies … wow!) to sell and raise 

money for Adopt-A-Family.  This 

project also assisted MHS 

Business Professionals of 

America as a fundraiser for future 

competitive events.    
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Midland Public Schools 

600 East Carpenter 

Midland, Michigan 48640 

 

MPS Website:    
     www.midlandps.org 
 

Twitter: 
     @MichaelSharrow2 
     @MidlandPS 
 

YouTube Channel:  
     http://midps.org/youtube 
 

Community Flyers: 
     http://midps.org/cf 
 
 
Administration             923-5001 

Adams Elementary   923-6037 

Carpenter Street 923-6411 

Chestnut Hill Elem. 923-6634 

Eastlawn Elementary 923-7112 

Plymouth Elementary 923-7616 

Siebert Elementary 923-7835 

Woodcrest Elementary  923-7940 

Jefferson Middle  923-5873 

Northeast Middle  923-5772 

H. H. Dow High  923-5382 

Midland High  923-5181 

New Year’s Thoughts:  
 

“And now we welcome the new 

year, full of things that have never 

been.”          —Rainer Maria Rilke 
                     

“The new year stands before us, 

like a chapter in a book, waiting to 

be written. We can help write that 

story by setting goals.” 

                         —Melody Beattie 
 

“Cheers to a new year and      

another chance for us to get it 

right.”                 — Oprah Winfrey 

wise words 
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